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Creating Global Understanding
through English 
Public Speaking Competition – 2011 
1. AIM: The Public Speaking Competition is run annually by the English-Speaking Union, to give young people practical experience in the fundamental skills of public speaking and to provide them with a focus for the learning of effective English and good communication skills.

2. ELIGIBILITY: The competition is open to university students aged between 18 and 20 years, i.e. not less than 18 years and not more than 20 years on 1st May 2011.  Participants must be in full-time education at the time of the competition. They must be a citizen of Russia by birth or a Russian passport holder.
3. KEY DATES: 
27 January 2010 – deadline for participant entry forms and names of accompanying adults.
27 February 2011 – final and associated activities based at HSB MSU in Moscow.

4. COMPETITION:
The competition is mainly about the ability to speak in public for 5 minutes.

The competition will be run in 2 stages i.e. the heats and the final.
The heats will consist of competitions which will be organised by universities.

The best speakers will qualify to participate in the final. A total of eight speakers will compete in the final.

The winner of the national final will qualify to participate in the International Public Speaking Competition, organised by the ESU International Headquarters, in London, UK.

4. CHOICE OF SUBJECT: Speakers have a free choice of subject, unless indicated, for the heats. If a theme is suggested, this will be indicated on the application form. Speakers may then choose either to speak on a topic related to the suggested theme or to speak on a topic of their own choice.

In choosing their topic, Speakers should not be afraid to be provocative, hard-hitting or humorous, as long as their intention is constructive and the speech is not offensive to other parties. However, Speakers must avoid speeches which are likely to be perceived as doctrinal or political and should not use gimmicks.

For the final, Speakers will have to speak on a topic related to a theme which will be communicated four weeks before the final and which will be the theme for the London competition.

5. QUESTION TIME: Each speech will be followed for about 2 minutes by questions from members of the audience and/or the judging panel.

Questions will not be allowed from students coming from the same university as the speaker. Questioners from the audience will have to give the name of their university before asking a question.

Questions must be answered briefly and to the point.

6. TIMING: Each Speaker will be allocated about 5 minutes. Marks will be deducted for speeches which last less than 4 min 15 seconds or more than 5 min 45 sec.

The Timekeeper will give an audible signal for the Speaker to start and then at 4 min 15 sec (4′15″), 5 min (5′) and 5 min 45 sec (5′45″). If the Speaker goes beyond 6 min 15 sec (6′15”) he will be required to finish his speech forthwith.

7. GENERAL INSTRUCTIONS: The order in which participants speak will be determined before each competition by drawing of lots.

The Speaker will stand either on a stage or in front of the room. The use of a lectern, microphone or visual aid is not allowed. However, a palm size Prompt/Cue card (4″x4″ max) with leading points is permitted.

The Judges’ panel will be seated approximately mid-way of the room with the audience and face the Speaker. The panel will consist of 5 judges, one of whom will be the Chairperson (CP).

The CP, who may also act as the timekeeper, will introduce each Speaker by giving their name, university and title of speech.

After the Speaker has delivered speech the CP will invite questions from the audience and or the judging panel.

All Speakers should be asked at least one question. It is the responsibility of the Judges to ask a question if none is received from the audience.

8. ALLOCATION OF MARKS: 
Marks will be allocated as particularized below: 

Substance – 20 marks

Style and Technique – 15 marks

Questions – 5 marks

General Effectiveness – 10 marks

TOTAL 50 marks 
Marks are for the Judges’ use only and the Judges will not be asked to announce them. The Judges’ decision is FINAL. 
Substance (clarity, structure, focus, development, exposition, knowledge of subject and balance):
Irrelevance should be penalised, whereas carefully selected and relevant evidence will be rewarded. 

The speech should hold the audience’s attention and be clearly structured. 

It should be evident from a speech that the Speaker has carefully considered the topic. The Speaker should demonstrate an understanding of the issues involved and develop them in a logical and balanced speech. 

Weak or frivolous interpretations are likely to be unsuccessful. 

Style and Technique (delivery, posture, eye contact, use of gestures and voice modulation): 
Speakers should take care to craft their oral presentation. In particular appropriate volume and tone of voice, pitch and pauses should be used, as well as appropriate eye-contact and gesture.

Verbal technique: Speakers should be able to express themselves clearly and confidently, paying careful attention to the effective use of language and rhetorical devices such as metaphor and analogy. 

The essential aim of the Speakers should be to develop a rapport with the audience. Unnecessary movement and histrionics will earn no extra marks. A poised manner is recommended. 

Over reliance on notes and particularly reading will be penalised. 

Questions (ability to deal with questions concisely and effectively): 
Evidence of anticipation of questions will be rewarded. 

Speakers should not try to monopolise the question period so as to avoid answering further questions. 

Speakers should be able to understand and deal confidently with questions, answering them succinctly and relevantly and not to engage in a debate. 

General Effectiveness (ability to communicate thought and emotion and to achieve the overall objectives of the speech): 
It is important that the speech holds the audience’s attention and that it is clearly structured.

A natural style that is not over prepared or rehearsed should be rewarded, as should spontaneous comments that are relevant to the situation.

Good Speakers will build an appropriate relationship with the audience.

The effective use of words to express humour or emotion should be rewarded.

9. PRIZES 
Final: 
First Prize: The winner of the Public Speaking Competition will be able to represent Russia at the ESU International Public Speaking Competition in May in London, U.K. The winner will spend about 5 days in London with participants coming from all corners of the world. The return airfare Moscow-London-Moscow and accommodation are included in the prize.

Runner-up 

Consolation prizes 
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