
Robert Pattinson was born on 13th May, 1986 in London, England. 
His mum, Clare, worked in modelling and his dad, Richard, sold cars. 
He began piano lessons when he was three years old and he started 
guitar lessons when he was fi ve years old. 
He went to a private school in London and liked his English teacher 
because she was a fantastic teacher. He also liked his English lessons 
because he enjoyed writing stories. But he didn’t do very well at school 
because he didn’t like it.
When he was 12, he worked as a model and then he started acting when 
he was 15. As a teenager, his favourite actor was Jack Nicholson. 
He started acting in the theatre. In 2005, he played Cedric Diggory in 
Harry Potter and the Goblet of Fire. It was his fi rst successful fi lm. 
He became world-famous when he played the part of Edward Cullen in 
the fi ve Twilight fi lms. He also sang two songs on the soundtrack. 
They were very popular. But he did not like becoming famous. He was 
22 years old and everybody knew him. Photographers started to follow 
him and he couldn’t have privacy.
Since the Twilight fi lms, he has made lots of different types of fi lms, 
including Remember Me, Water for Elephants and Life. But the Twilight fi lms are the most successful. In June 2011, 
he won three awards at the MTV Movie Awards, including ‘Best Male’.
Robert now lives in London. He is in a band and he sometimes plays the guitar in public. He doesn’t like going to 
parties and being a celebrity. But he really enjoys acting and wants to make more fi lms. 

Famous names

A

Keira Knightley was born in Teddington, near London, England, on 26th 
March, 1985. Her parents, Sharman and Will, were both actors so Keira 
decided that she wanted to act as well. When she was seven years old, 
she appeared in her fi rst television programme. TV companies liked the 
young actress and offered her lots of small parts in their programmes.
Unfortunately, she didn’t do very well at school. She had a lot of 
problems with reading and writing because she had dyslexia. People with 
dyslexia can’t see the shapes of letters properly. She was very unhappy 
because the other children at her school said she was stupid.
Keira began to spend a lot of time at a club for young people and learnt 
about many different things that she was interested in, like photography 
and football. She became a more confi dent and happier person.
She also continued acting and started appearing in fi lms. Her fi rst big 
fi lm was called Bend It Like Beckham, which was very successful. Another 
successful fi lm she appeared in was Pirates of the Caribbean: The Curse 
of the Black Pearl with Johnny Depp. She was still only 18, but she 
was now world-famous. Since then, she has been in many more fi lms, 
including Pride and Prejudice and The Imitation Game and two more Pirates of the Caribbean fi lms: 
Dead Man’s Chest and At World’s End.
In 2013, Keira married musician James Righton, and in 2015, they had a daughter, Edie. 
Keira is a very private person and doesn’t like talking about her family or friends. However, she loves acting and 
hopes to continue doing it for many years.
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Robert Pattinson was born on 1_____________________ 

1986 in 2 London, England. He began 
3 _____________________ when he was three years old 

and he started guitar lessons when he was 4 five 

years old. 

He went to a private school in London and liked   
5________________________________________ because 
6 she was a fantastic teacher. He also liked his English 

lessons because 7____________________________________ . 

When he was 12, he worked as a model and then he started acting when he 

was 15. As a teenager, his favourite actor was 8 Jack Nicholson. 

In 2005, he played 9_____________________ in Harry Potter and the Goblet 
of Fire. 

He became world-famous when he played the part of Edward Cullen in the 

Twilight films and he also sang 10 two songs on the soundtrack. 

In June 2010, he won 11_____________________ awards at the MTV Movie 

Awards, including 12 ‘Best Male’ and ‘Global Superstar’. 

Q U E S T I O N S

1  When  
 ?

3  What  
 ?

5  Who  
 ?

7  Why  
 ?

9  Who  
 ?

 11  How many  
  

 ?

 B 		 Write the questions you need to ask to complete your text. Ask and answer with a partner from Group A. 

Robert Pattinson was born on 1 13th May 1986 in 
2_____________________ . He began 3 piano lessons when 

he was three years old and he started guitar lessons 

when he was 4_____________________ years old. 

He went to a private school in London and liked  
5 his English teacher because 6______________________

____________________________ . He also liked his English 

lessons because 7 he enjoyed writing stories. 

When he was 12, he worked as a model and then he started acting when 

he was 15. As a teenager, his favourite actor was 8_____________________ . 

In 2005, he played 9 Cedric Diggory in Harry Potter and the Goblet of Fire. 

He became world-famous when he played the part of Edward Cullen in 

the Twilight films and he also sang 10_____________________ songs on the 

soundtrack. 

In June 2010, he won 11 three awards at the MTV Movie Awards, including 
12_________________________________________________ .

Q U E S T I O N S

2  Where  
 ?

4  How old  
 ?

6  Why  
 ?

8  Who  
 ?

 10  How many  
 ?

 12  What  
  

 ?
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 7 Grammar

Famous names

A

Keira Knightley	was	born	in	Teddington,	near	London,	England,	on	
26th	March	1985.	Her	parents,	Sharman	and	Will,	were	both	actors	
so	Keira	decided	that	she	wanted	to	act	as	well.	When	she	was	
seven	years	old,	she	appeared	in	her	first	television	programme.	TV	
companies	liked	the	young	actress	and	offered	her	lots	of	small	parts	
in	their	programmes.

Unfortunately,	she	didn’t	do	very	well	at	school.	She	had	a	lot	of	
problems	learning	how	to	read	and	write	because	she	had	dyslexia.	
Dyslexia	stops	you	seeing	the	shapes	of	letters	properly.	She	was	very	
unhappy	because	the	other	children	at	her	school	said	she	was	stupid.

Keira	began	to	spend	a	lot	of	time	at	a	club	for	young	people	
and	learned	about	many	different	things	that	interested	her,	like	
photography	and	football.	She	became	a	confident	and	happier	
person.

She	also	continued	acting	and	soon	started	appearing	in	films.	Her	first	big	film	was	called	Bend it like Beckham,	
which	was	very	successful.	Another	successful	film	she	appeared	in	was	Pirates of the Caribbean with	Johnny	Depp.	
She	was	still	only	18,	but	she	was	now	world-famous.	Since	then,	she	has	been	in	many	more	films,	including	Love 
Actually,	Atonement	and	two	more	Pirates of the Caribbean	films:	Dead Man’s Chest and	At World’s End.

Keira	is	a	very	private	person	and	doesn’t	like	talking	about	her	family	or	friends.	However,	she	loves	acting	and	
hopes	to	continue	doing	it	for	many	years.

B

Nelson Mandela	was	born	in	a	small	African	village	called	Ounu	on	
18th	July	1918.	At	that	time,	many	white	people	in	his	country	were	rich	
and	powerful,	but	black	people	were	poor	and	had	no	rights.	When	
he	was	studying	law	at	university,	Mandela	decided	that	he	wanted	to	
change	this.	He	became	interested	in	politics	and	when	he	finished	
university,	he	opened	the	country’s	first	black	law	company.	His	family	
wasn’t	happy	about	this	because	they	wanted	him	to	be	the	chief	of	his	
village.	Many	white	people	were	also	unhappy	and	tried	to	close	his	
company	down,	but	they	were	unsuccessful.

In	1944,	Mandela	helped	to	start	a	political	organisation	for	young	
people	called	the	ANC	Youth	League.	He	really	wanted	to	change	
the	political	system	and	improve	everyone’s	lives,	black	or	white.	The	
government	thought	the	ANC	was	a	dangerous	organisation.	In	1960,	
they	made	it	illegal	to	join	the	organisation.	If	you	joined	it,	you	could	
go	to	prison.	

In	1962,	Mandela	went	to	prison.	The	government	said	he	could	leave	prison	if	he	changed	his	political	ideas,	but		
he	refused	and	became	famous	around	the	world.	The	political	situation	slowly	improved	and,	in	1990,	the	
government	finally	released	him.	In	1993,	he	won	the	Nobel	Peace	Prize	and,	in	1994,	he	became	the	country’s	first	
black	president.

Nelson	Mandela	is	an	old	man	now,	but	he	still	works	hard	to	improve	the	lives	of	people	around	the	world.

✂...............................................................................................................................................................................................................................
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